February 24, 2019
ARTICLE XIII -State Tournament Bidding Requirements:
(A) Leagues interested in exploring the possibility of hosting a State Tournament must submit a ‘Letter of Interest’ to bid to the Alabama State Director on or before April 1st of the year preceding the tournaments.  ‘Letters of Interest’ must be mailed to the State Director via certified mail return receipt on or before the stated deadline and must be supported by the written endorsement of the District Director. A District Director may endorse more than one bid during the same year for their district. After the interested leagues have been informed of the “minimum requirements” and approved by the “Inspection Team”, those leagues that are willing to meet the requirements must submit a ‘Letter of Intent to Bid’ along with a check for $300.00 on or before June 6th of the year preceding the tournament. The $300.00 deposit will be applied to the winners bid amount or returned to the leagues whose bid is not selected. Those not “Bidding” will forfeit their money to the State Board Treasury.”  The “Inspection Team” will be appointed by the State Director. All bidders must offer the minimum requirements listed. They may exceed these requirements if desired but only these minimum requirements will be considered in selecting the winning bid. 

(B) The bidding league(s) must then submit a formal sealed bid to the State Director at the respective previous years State Tournament during that Division’s Credentials Meetings.  The procedure for handling two (2) or more bids in the same year for each of the AA, AAA, Majors and/or O-zone Divisions will be that if the staff support, facilities and support structure meet minimum requirements, tournament rights would be awarded to the highest dollar bid. For the AA Coach Pitch State Tournament the minimum acceptable bid is $8,500.00; for the AA Machine Pitch, AAA, Majors and O-zone State tournaments the minimum acceptable Bid is $7,500.00. If the highest bid is the same for two (2) or more bidders for the same Division, the “tied” high bidder's names will be placed in a cap and randomly drawn to determine the winner. 

(C) The winning league(s) will be announced at the Credentials Meeting(s) at the respective previous years State Tournament(s). The selected Host(s) may be required by the State Director to have representatives remain at the prior year State Tournament and attend all activities through the third day of play. The Host(s) will furnish next years selected Host(s) a maximum of four (4) V.I.P. passes for their people remaining at the tournament.  One third (1/3) of the total bid amount(s) will be due and payable within thirty (30) days of award. The balances of the bid(s) are/is due on the third day of the State Tournament(s) being hosted.

(D) A portion of the tournament bid will be used to help defray the expenses of the State Champions team’s trip to the Dixie Youth World Series. The winning teams will be given a check for $750.00 from the state treasury. 

(E) [bookmark: _Hlk495319729]The maximum allowable gate fee per day gate fee that the Host may charge is $7 per adult, $5 per ages 6-12 and free under age 6; not inclusive of the opening day when the Host league shall collect $1 of additional gate fee from each paying adult for the Scholarship Fund. The Host League shall present the collected monies (or donate an equal amount) at the closing ceremony in check form to the Tournament Director for contribution to the Dixie Youth Scholarship Fund.

(F) The Host League must substantiate that they have the leadership ability and personnel to put on the tournament, and that they have the support of their community.  If at any time of subsequent visits, or from other means, the Board feels the leadership and/or support are not materializing, they reserve the right to withdraw the award and select another Host.

(G) The Host League retains all receipts, excluding Dixie Youth Scholarship collections, from admissions, concessions, donations, fund raising events, ad sales and, with State Board approval, from any other source of their fund raising related to their State Tournament. The Host(s) shall provide and operate souvenir booths that offer an approved assortment of reasonably priced memorabilia (such as, but not limited to, pins, caps, tee shirts, banners and action photo shots) throughout the tournament.

(H) The Host shall provide for adequate concession facilities, workers and a good menu of food and drinks at reasonable prices to suit the needs of the expected fans, workers, players and officials, and these facilities shall remain in operation from thirty (30) minutes before to thirty (30) minutes following play each day. 

(I) The per diem (meals) for Dixie Officials, Coaches, Umpires and their significant others, teams and parents are not the responsibility of the Host. These individuals will be responsible for their own meal arrangements.

(J) The Host League shall pay thirty dollars ($40.00) per game per umpire for a total of three (3) (two (2) for AA Division) umpires for each game. The Host shall provide motel rooms for each umpire who resides more than 60 miles from the host site, provided the individual requests housing. The State Director, or designee, will establish distances via computer using shortest distance from umpire’s home address to the state tournament playing fields. The rooms shall be made available the night before the scheduled credential meeting of tournament week and continuing until the morning following the umpire’s notification of no longer being required in the “rotation”. 

(K) Motel expenses for the teams, parents and Dixie Youth Officials at the tournament, excluding umpires and the Umpire Coordinator, will not be the responsibility of the Host. Each Participating Team or their League will be responsible for their lodging and meal costs. The Host will negotiate the “best available group rate” at motels as near the tournament site as possible for all rooms related to the tournament. The Alabama State Board will have final oversight and approval rights for all room rates and the condition and location of all lodging facilities “blocked” by the Host.  

(L) [bookmark: _Hlk495317951]The host shall block rooms for each visiting team; AA – 240 rooms; AAA & O-Zone - 225 rooms; Majors – 165 rooms. The Host shall block rooms at a Headquarters Motel for use of the Dixie Officials and umpires. The Tournament Director will coordinate with the Host on the number of rooms needed for DYB officials at the Headquarters facility. All rooms blocked by the host shall be non-smoking rooms with adequate heating and air conditioning. The motel, rooms, location, room rates, etc., associated with the tournament require the approval of the Tournament Director prior to final acceptance. All motels “blocked” for the tournament shall be available the afternoon before Day 1 of the tournament through the final day of the tournament or until the users check out, whichever date is earliest.

(M) The Host League(s) will publish a State Tournament program with a special tournament “Logo” on the cover that is designed by the Host(s) to specifically represent the tournament(s). The same “Logo” will work well for the tournament souvenir tee shirts, caps, baseballs, and so forth. The program must include the Official DYB Logo on the cover (minimum size of 2” x 2“). The program will include welcome letters, one-half page for a picture of each team competing in the tournament with the other half of that page having congratulation remarks from the District Director, several informational sheets furnished by the State Director, Tournament Bracket, advertisements sold by the Host, and other material of interest to players, parents, and fans. There will be no charge to the State Board for any of these materials being in the program. The program can be sold at the State Tournament, with all monies being the property of the Host. On opening game day, the Host is asked to provide a minimum of 10 copies of the tournament program without charge to the Tournament Director; also, if any additional programs remain following the end of the tournament the Host shall provide extra programs to the Tournament Director to be used by the State Board for promotion. 

(N) The Host shall provide for special transportation for handicapped guests from the parking lots to the playing fields and back, including to and from restrooms, concessions and souvenir operations. The Host shall provide ample parking space near the park for the anticipated attendees at no additional charge to include VIP parking for the tournament workers, team managers, umpires, Dixie Youth Officials and special guests. If any of the designated parking areas are not within a “reasonable” walking distance, the Host will provide shuttle service to and from the park.

(O) The Host shall furnish an enclosed, air-conditioned, secure facility with approved rest rooms and dressing areas for up to 20 people per tournament for the sole use of the Umpiring Staff for the tournament. This facility will be used as a dressing area, meeting area and as an area to rest between games. The area must include cold soft drinks and water for the Umpires consumption. The area should be located at, or reasonably near, the ballpark and, if requested by DYB, golf cart type transportation should be provided to and from the park and facility.
 
(P) Alabama Dixie Youth Baseball strongly recommends that any motorized vehicle operated in or for DYB purposes, be operated by persons with a current and valid driver license AND be age 21 or older.  This includes any motorized vehicle used to transport participants, officials or spectators, such as golf carts or other similar type motorized vehicle.

(Q) The Host League shall provide an air-conditioned meeting room on the first day of the tournament for the Credentials Meeting at each tournament site. The size of this group is expected to be approximately 60-75 people at each tournament. A P. A. system should be available. 

(R) The Host League shall provide space for an Umpires Meeting upon request of the Tournament Director on or before the first day of tournament play.  All Umpires for a tournament shall be required to attend this meeting, the duration of which should be approximately one (1) hour. The meeting room should accommodate approximately 20 people. 

(S) The Host League shall provide space for, and coordinate, a Press Box Meeting for approximately 20 people on the first day of tournament play. The State Statistician will provide a guide for handling press box operations including instructions to the Host announcers and official scorers, pre-game schedules, approved announcements, and scripts for the elimination and closing ceremonies on the fields. All press box workers (scorekeepers, scoreboard operators, announcers, statisticians and others who will be working in the press box) shall be required to attend this meeting. The duration of this meeting is expected to be less than one and one half (1 ½) hours.

(T) The Host League must have a minimum of 3 playing fields for AAA, Majors and O-Zone State Tournaments; 3 playing fields for AA Machine Pitch State Tournament; 4 playing fields for the AA Coach Pitch State Tournament. All fields must conform to the specifications of the Dixie Youth Baseball, Inc. Official Rules and Regulations. Dugouts, sideline fencing and a scoreboard must be provided. The dugout openings may have gates. During games, each dugout should include: a filled water cooler, disposable water cups & trash container. These items should be replenished as needed and the dugouts cleaned between games. The Host shall, as a minimum, provide water and soft drinks throughout the games to the Press Box workers and the Umpires.  It has been the general policy for Host to provide special hospitality foods and soft drinks for the Dixie Youth Officials, coaches, Umpires and tournament workers during games. This function and the level of participation are the choice of the Host; however, any group invited by the Host to participate in such hospitality shall include their significant other, children and grandchildren. If such services are provided the intent of services will be announced during the credential meeting. 

(U) The Host League(s) must have well lighted fields. The Host(s) shall provide adequate safe seating for each tournament. Adequate restrooms for the anticipated number of people shall be available near the playing fields and suitable “on-going” cleaning and maintenance of the restroom facilities during the tournament(s) must be provided. Individual “stand alone” port-a-lets may be used upon permission of the Tournament Director. Adequate field tarps, equipment and experienced field crews shall be available throughout the games. The Host(s) shall provide medical and security personnel at the fields throughout the games. 
(V) Since no one except players, coaches and officials will be allowed on the field of play during the playing of the games, the Host must make available a secured area for press, media and professional photographers for their coverage of the games. These areas must be located out of the field of play.

(W) The Host shall provide practice fields at acceptable facilities as well as pre-game warm-up areas adjacent to the playing fields for all teams. Dixie Youth Officials will approve the assignment procedures for all the practice facilities. Practice field assignments will not be made until the Credentials Meeting. The game fields shall not be made available for any State Tournament team practice.

(X) [bookmark: _Hlk495318032]The Host League shall provide an Opening Ceremony. The Ceremony will be scheduled to begin prior to the beginning of play on Day 1 of the tournament and will be held at the game fields unless the Tournament Director grants prior approval. The schedule and content of the Opening ceremony must be approved by the Tournament Director. The teams will wear full uniforms while being paraded on the field using the District Flags. The National Anthem should be presented live.  If a speaker is used, it should be a person of interest to the players. Excluding the introduction of the players, other speakers and introductions should be kept to a minimum.  The Alabama State Board will be introduced as a group and the Host should provide reserved seating at the Opening Ceremony for the Board and their family members. A representative of the State Director will need less than 10 minutes to recognize the Host Workers and a few special guests. The Ceremony should be limited to no more than 1 ½ hours in length and may end with a “Grand Finale” of fireworks, lazar show or other types of entertainment.  
Note: AA State Tournament Opening Ceremony will be held at the game fields approximately one hour prior to Game #1.

(Y)  DISPLAY OF FLAGS:  The Host shall display the American Flag at the tournament sites. Also, Alabama Dixie Youth will provide District Flags for each of participating teams and the Host Team for use at Opening Ceremonies and to display at the playing fields. The Host may also fly the Alabama State Flag and /or other flags with the approval of the Tournament Director.  

(Z) The Host shall provide a 4’ x 8’ professionally prepared tournament “Bracket Board” with the Official Dixie Youth Logo displayed thereon at each tournament at locations convenient to the spectators.

(AA) An invocation will be given and the National Anthem will be played at the beginning of each day's play.  Patriotic and spiritual emphasis should be given to all activities during the week.

(AB) The Host League must provide team parents to serve as host to each competing team. As Host Parents, they should meet assigned team when the team arrives for tournament play and Host parent should be available to assist in any way needed. The Host League should prepare “Welcome Packets” to be given to each player as the team arrives, packet should include discount coupons to local attractions and restaurants and a local map. The Host League will be provided a list of player and their Birthday that might occur during the tournament. If the player is participating on the day of their birthday the Host will present this player with a small birthday cake.  The Host League and host parent should make this presentation following the game of the recipient. 

(AC) The Host League shall plan and promote a non-denominational church service on Sunday morning for all the people in the tournament whom choose to attend. The service should be planned primarily to address the needs of the age 7 to 12 year old players in the tournament. The service should be completed by 11 a.m. Also, the Host League shall prepare a listing and location map for all the nearby churches and provide same with Sunday service times to each of the tournament groups on opening day. 

(AD) The Host League shall furnish “Official State Tournament” Dixie Youth baseballs for all games. 

(AE) The Host shall provide adequate press box (facilities) to comfortably and safely support a minimum of five (5) people per playing field. The facilities shall be enclosed, air conditioned, adequately lighted and secured, and with an adequate field of view for the workers. Each press box shall have adequate electrical outlets and supplies. The Host(s) shall furnish “Press Box Passes” to only those people having duties in the press boxes as approved by the Tournament Director. The following also applies;

(a) Qualified adult Press Box Director, announcers, scoreboard operators, scorers and P.A.  system operators are the responsibility of the Host(s). Dixie Youth will supply a State Statistician to handle specific duties in the press boxes for each State Tournament. The “Official Scorebooks” become the property of Alabama Dixie Youth Baseball at the end of the tournament(s).

(b) The Host(s) shall provide a satisfactory P.A. system for each game field. The system shall be clear and audible to all participants and fans. The system shall have the capability of playing music and an “on the field” microphone or a separate system shall be provided for these two (2) functions. Suitable approved music shall be provided for the tournament(s). A back-up P.A. system shall be available within five (5) minutes of an existing system failure.

(c) The announcing of the game and the accuracy of the scoreboard will be heard and viewed by more people than anything else associated with the tournament(s). There are several ingredients necessary to insure that this part of the tournament(s) work well. The P.A. system must be audible to those participating in, and attending, the games. Please select announcers that have clear pleasant voices. Local radio/television personalities work well in this position. Announcing the batters and substitutions and announcing the score at the end of each half inning seems to be what the spectators prefer. Please, no play by play.  At the half inning intervals, the remainder of the P.A. announcements should include one of the several “canned” Dixie Youth announcements that will be provided, followed by appropriate music. Always select experienced adult scorekeepers and scoreboard operators that are willing to give close attention and record everything promptly and accurately. 

(d) The procedures for the pre-game and post game introduction of participants can be found in a separate document titled “Alabama Dixie Youth State Tournament Operating Instructions”.  

(AF) The Host League shall arrange for the immediate retrieval of all “Home Run” balls and “No Hit” game balls and return same to the Dixie Youth Statisticians. The Host must furnish plastic trophy ball containers for these special baseballs. These balls will be labeled and signed by the Dixie Youth Director’s before being presented by a Director immediately following each game. 

(AG)  The Host League shall furnish medallions for all coaches and players, individual team trophies for the champion and runner-up team(s), and a sportsmanship team trophy. The medallions and trophies shall display the Dixie Youth Logo and meet the quantity and size specifications as per the ‘SPECIFICATION’(s) that follow in Appendix ‘ C’, ‘ D’, ‘E’ and ‘F’ for the AA, AAA, Majors and O-Zone State Tournaments. These Awards should be shipped directly to the Host, carefully checked for compliance, condition and size, and then safely stored until required at the park. During game play, Dixie Youth Baseball Rules clearly allow only the twelve (12) players and three (3) coaches shown on the team roster to be present in the dugout. For safety and insurance reasons, this rule should be strictly enforced. However, at the State Tournaments, players who were selected for their league’s tournament team and shown on the tournament team roster and then replaced because of medical or injury reasons will be allowed to participate with the team during “Opening and Closing Ceremonies” and “Opening Play Introductions” for their team and will be entitled to receive a “Certificate and Medallion” of participation. They will not be allowed to remain with the team during game play.  All Districts are encouraged to adopt this policy for their tournament play.
Note: AA division four (4) coaches.

(AH)  A National Director will serve as Tournament Director or the State Director can appoint another active member of the Alabama State Board to serve as Tournament Director.  A Tournament Director shall be present at all games.  The State Director will appoint a member of the State Board of Directors to assist the Tournament Director of each State Tournament. If applicable, the Assistant Tournament Director’s mileage, motel and per diem will be paid from the state treasury. The Assistant Tournament Director should be available for the entirety of the tournament. 

[bookmark: _GoBack](II) Information Packets – The Host will prepare a State Tournament Information Packet for the Dixie Officials and the participating teams. The State Tournament Information Packet will, at a minimum, include Host Contact information, an official game bracket, maps, directions, schedules, motel reservation information/procedures, information regarding the Sunday Morning Church service and other pertinent information about the state tournament supplied by the State Director. The State Tournament Information Packet must include specific information regarding the submission of the team photograph.  The State Tournament Information Packet must be available to the State, National and District Director’s no later than June 5th. The Tournament Director will coordinate with the Host on distribution of the information packet. The Host may disseminate the State Tournament Information Packet electronically.
